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1 in 3 adolescents is a victim of physical, sexual, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner. 
Partner Violence Among Adolescents in Opposite-Sex Romantic Relationships: Findings From the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent 
Health Carolyn Tucker Halpern, PhD, Selene G. Oslak, MPH, Mary L. Young, MS, Sandra L. Martin, PhD, and Lawrence L. Kupper, PhD 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.91.10.1679 

 

Half of teenagers in relationships report being controlled, threatened, and pressured to do things they 
did not want to do by their boyfriend or girlfriend. 
“Teen Dating Abuse: Key Topline Findings.” Futures Without Violence. 2009. 
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/userfiles/file/Teens/teen_dating_abuse_2009_key_topline_findings.pdf 

 

Nearly 10% of students nationwide have been hit, slapped, or physically hurt deliberately  by their 
boyfriend  or girlfriend. 
“Youth Risk Behavior Survey.” Center for Disease Control. 2011 http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss6104.pdf 

 

Black and Latino students were more likely than white students to report being physically hurt by a 
dating partner.  
“Youth Risk Behavior Survey.” Center for Disease Control. 2011.http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss6104.pdf 
Davis, Antoinette. “Interpersonal and Physical Dating Violence among Teens .” 2008. Online at 
http://www.nccdglobal.org/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/focus-dating-violence.pdf 

 

62% of teens wish they were able to talk more openly about relationships with their parents.  
The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. 2010. 
http://thenationalcampaign.org/sites/default/files/resource-primary-download/girl-talk.pdf 
http://thenationalcampaign.org/sites/default/files/resource-primary-download/wov_2010.pdf 

 

Less than 1/3 of parents talk to their teens about dating abuse. Nearly 2/3 parents of teens in 
relationships do not think their children are at risk of teen dating violence. 
Futures Without Violence and Liz Claiborne. 2009. 
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/userfiles/file/Teens/teen_dating_abuse_2009_key_topline_findings.pdf 

 

Teens see many adults as mentors – not just their parents. Having just one trusted adult makes a huge 
difference to a teen. 
Teens Today 2006 Study. Students Against Destructive Decisions. www.sadd.org/teenstoday/mentors.htm 

 

Victims of teen dating violence are more likely to: do poorly in school, experience depression, anxiety 
and other mental health issues; binge drink; attempt suicide; engage in physical fights; and have an 
unplanned pregnancy. 
Teen Dating Violence.” Center for Disease Control. 2014. http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-2014-a.pdf  and 
Petrochko, Cole, and Robert Jasmer. MedPage. Pediatrics. 2012 
http://www.medpagetoday.com/Pediatrics/DomesticViolence/36356 

 

Teens in abusive relationships are more likely to become victims or abusers in college and as adults. 
Abuse escalates and becomes more severe over time. Early intervention is the best strategy. 
Teen Dating Violence.” Center for Disease Control. 2014. http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-2014-a.pdf and 
Petrochko, Cole, and Robert Jasmer. MedPage. Pediatrics. 2012 
http://www.medpagetoday.com/Pediatrics/DomesticViolence/36356 

 

When it comes to teen dating violence teens are concerned about being blamed; being interrogated; 
being made to feel guilty; not being believed; and an adult telling others what happened. 
Gallopin, Colleen,  JD and Laila Leigh. “Teen Perceptions of Dating Violence, Help-Seeking, and the Role of Schools.” 2009. The Prevention 
Researcher: V. 16, No. 1, pp 17-20, Item# A161-Gallopin 
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