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From the Editor:  Welcome to the first edition of the Council Courier, an electronic newsletter 
designed for those in the Howard County Community who want to know more about the 
extensive work of The Council of Elders of the Black Community in Howard County.  The focus of 
the newsletter, developed by our History and Culture Committee, is education.  We seek to 
strengthen the educational process for our children, and we want to provide educational 
information for our families, and others, who seek information on the history, culture, and 
development of African Americans, with a focus on Howard County, Maryland and the African 
Diaspora..  

While the Council of Elders is few in number, we are very active in promoting the development 
of our community and African America families therein.  This newsletter will add, in an informal 
way, information valuable in the pronouncement of our history and the celebration of our 
culture.  We seek to inform, provoke thought, and to celebrate our heritage as we move into 

future endeavors here in Howard County. 

Sylvia Cooke Martin   Chair, History & Culture Committee 

 

  

SANKOFA 

February 25, 2017     

The Pan Hellenic Council 

will sponsor a Black His--

tory Expo on Saturday,  

February 25 from 12 noon 

to 5 PM  at the Wilde Lake 

High School.  A panel will 

include Councilman 

Calvin Ball, Mavis Ellis 

and Rev. Lisa Robinson. 

The panel will speak on 

the topic:  The Crisis in the 

Black  Schools.  Enter –

tainent  will  include The 

Cooper Male  Chorus of 

St. John Baptist Church, 

the dancers  from Mt. 

Pisgah AME Church  and  

the dance and step team 

from Reservoir High 

School. There’s something 

for the whole family.                                          

February 26, 2017      

On February 26 at 3 PM 

there will be a special 

preview of the home of 

Carter G. Woodson, the 

originator of Black History 

Week, now month. It will 

begin at Seaton 

Elementary School, 1503 

10
th

 Street NW-

Washington, DC 20001  

His home has been  de-

clared a National Historic 

Site, and  the National 

Park Service and the 

Association for the Study 

of African American Life 

and History, founded by 

Dr. Woodson, sponsors the 

free event. Call: 202-690-

5185 for information. 

 

NEW AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 

MUSEUM OPENED ON SEPT 24, 2016. 

The Museum was officially established in 2003  
in legislation, originated by Congressman John 
Lewis (Georgia) and signed by George W. Bush. 
In 2011, the construction firm was selected.  
Official ground breaking took place at the 
corner of Constitution Ave. between 14

th
 and 

15
th

 streets NW in the District of Columbia in 
2012.  The five story building with 400,000 
square feet includes exhibition space, a 
theater and café’, staff offices, and an 
education center.  A “signature space” is a 
water and light-filled memorial area called the 
Contemplative Court, where visitors are 
invited to reflect on the stories told within the 
building. A reflecting pool at the south entry is 
endowed with a purpose--“calm waters meant 
to invite all to approach.”  The 11 inaugural 
exhibitions feature some of 34,000 artifacts, 
including a railroad passenger car that dates to 
the Jim Crow era, a shawl given  by Queen 
Victoria to Harriet Tubman, an air-plane  used 
to train Tuskegee airmen, an original log cabin 
which housed slaves, and the Bible Nat Turner 
kept with him when he led a group to 
massacre whites in 1831, and hundreds of 
other rare and rarely seen objects.  There are 
collections of art and photography by such 
artists as Charles Alston, Elizabeth Catlett, 
Henry O. Tanner and Romare Bearden. 

 

There are five floors designed to hold the current 
40,00 artifacts now in the Museum’s collection. 

Maryland is well represented in the Museum: On the 
first level, which features information and exhibits 
relating to slavery, from 1400- to 1865,  a statue of 
Benjamin Banneker, Harriet Tubman’s stole, the 
Jones-Hall-Sims house from Montgomery County, a 
photo of former NAACP President Kweisi Mfume with 
Rev.  Jesse Jackson during an Anti-apartheid demon-
stration, writer Ta-Nehisi Coates and Devin Allen, 
photographer, of Baltimore, Dr. Ben Carson’s scrubs.  I 
was particularly interested in the  contributions of the 
late Charlene Hodges-Byrd who bequeathed letters, 
photos, books, and memorabilia which dates to 1860.  
These materials were passed down to Miss Hodges by 
her mother, Mrs. Ethel Hodges, who taught the author 
at historic Douglass High School, the second high 
school for African Americans in the USA.  Significant 
donors included the Reginald Lewis  Foundation, 
(Reginal Lewis grew up in Baltimore and after 
attending Harvard Law School built a muiti-billion 
dollar conglomerate. Other Marylanders include 
Benjamin Banneker, Eubie Blake, Cab Callaway, and 
Frederick Douglass.    

Sylvia Cooke Martin                                                                           

                                         

 

 

Sylvia Cooke Martin  

“We need to haunt the halls of history and listen anew to the ancestors’ wisdom.                                            
Maya Angelo    - August 25, 1991 

 



 

 

  
Sankofa  is a word of the TWI language of Ghana that translates as “Go back and get it.”  It also refers to 

the Adrinka symbol represented by a bird with its head turned backwards taking an egg off its back.  

WE SAY “WELL DONE” TO PRESIDENT OBAMA! 

When asked why the Republican Party and legislators were so hard on him, President Obama, 
with a smile, gave a slip of paper to be read and this is what it said. 

“Though the colored man is no longer subject to barter and sale, he is surrounded by an adverse 
settlement which fetters all his movements.  In his downward course he meets with no 
resistance, but his course upward is resented and resisted at every step of his progress.  If he 
comes in ignorance, rags and wretchedness, he conforms to the popular belief of his character, 
and in that character he is welcome; but if he shall come as a gentleman, a scholar and a 
statesman, he is hailed as a contradiction to the national faith concerning  his race, and he 
may provoke contempt and derision, but in the other he is an affront to pride and provokes 
malice.”  Frederick Douglass, September 25, 1883 

Frederick Douglass also said that Faith and Fear cannot occupy the same space.  As we look 
forward to the Trump Administration, remember Statesman Douglass, our ancestors , and 
those who marched with Congressman Lewis and Martin Luther King …who filled their 
minds and life with so much Faith, they had no Fear! 

“Meekness is not weakness.   

Meekness is strength under control” 

 

WE GO BACK IN HOWARD COUNTY/MARYLAND HISTORY… 

Decatur Dorsey enlisted with the United States Colored Troops 39th Regiment in Baltimore, Maryland on 
March 25, 1864.  He was born (circa 1836) in the Howard County District of Anne Arundel County. 

On the morning of July 30, 1864, during the siege of Petersburg, Virginia, at the Battle of the Crater, he 
demonstrated extreme courage.  After three white divisions tried to reach their objective, Cemetery Hill, 
and were unsuccessful because of stiff Confederate resistance and a lack of Union leadership, the colored 
troops were sent in.  For “rushing forward in advance of his regiment and placing his colors on the 
Confederate Trenches” Sgt. Dorsey was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, the highest U. S. 
award.  He was one of six African-Marylanders who received the award, 

Sgt. Dorsey, about 6 feet tall and weighing 190 pounds was discharged at Wilmington, North Carolina on 
December 4, 1865.  He married Mannie Christie in Baltimore on January 4, 1866.  By 1870, they were 
living in New York City.  He later moved to 227 Newark Street in Hoboken, New Jersey. 

In 1890, he applied for an invalid pension stating that he suffered from typhoid and malarial fever and 
that while in the military, he contracted rheumatism in both legs having been exposed to wet, cold and 
stormy weather.  His pension was $12.00 a month, and after his death on July 11, 1891, his widow 
received $8.00 a month.  His widow died on March 11, 1897. 
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     CELEBRATION of 

ACHIEVEMENT CEREMONIES 

Th    The Council of Elders has had a partnership with the Howard County Public School 
System since 2004.  The goal of which is to create an environment in which African 
American students are recognized, supported, strengthened and empowered to 
meet and exceed high standards of academic excellence and student citizenship.  At 
10 Celebrations in December and January, the elders recognized 3,400 Black 
students in the county for high achievement during the 2014-2015 school year.  To 
qualify, students had to earn A’s and B’s in all four quarters or on their final grades 
in their English or math classes, or achieved advance scores on the science portion 
of the Maryland State Assessment.  One participant, the Black Student 
Achievement Program in Howard County schools, recently indicated that this type 
of program goes a long way toward closing the achievement gap as it encourages 
honorees to continue to achieve and set goals for other black students.  Being 
recognized and participating in the celebration sets the stage for long-lasting 
feelings of accomplishment for our youth as they grow.  Believing that education is 
the intergenerational transmission of the wisdom of the ancestors beginning with 
the original message from the Creator to our ancestors,  we go to our elders for 
information, solace, guidance and support. 

 The Council of Elders (TCOE) is a circle of men and women of African-American or 
other African lineage in Howard County seeking to develop, strengthen, guide and 
advance the education and well-being of our community. The Education Committee 
of the Council works constantly to monitor student progress, and program growth.  
The Celebration of Excellence provides an opportunity for The Council of Elders to 
exemplify the principles of our African heritage and culture. Elder Earl Owens, 
Chairperson of the Education Committee informs us that the Committee meets the 
2nd Monday of the Month at 8 pm via conference call.  In preparation for the 2016-
2017 Celebrations of Achievement, The Council’s Education Committee, working 
closely with school administrators and staff, set up 13 Celebrations in 6 schools for 
3,920 students. Those who qualified to be recognized ranged from grades 4 through 
9 distributed as follows:     High School – 596 students; Middle School – 2073 
students; and elementary schools 1251.  During 13 celebrations in 5 different 
school locations, students gather, with beaming smiles and excitement, to receive 
their certificates.  When asked if they wished to come to the stage to sing a 
prayerful song of triumph, they grinned and clamored to reveal their pride in their 
African heritage by singing Lift Every Voice and Sing”.  Parents were well 
represented as were staffs at every school.  The Council of Elders members were 
held after the ceremonies as parents flooded members with gratitude, and to tell 
them how pleased they were with our efforts.  Some inquired how they could 
assist.  We referred them to our Web site, and brochures distributed during the 
evening. 

The TCOE Educational Committee meets with Dr. Foose, Superintendent of Howard 
Public Schools, bi-monthly , to gather information discuss such topics as suspension 
statistics and roles of the School Resource officer. 

 

 

 Ratification of the 13th 

Amendment to the Constitution 

On Wednesday December 9, 2015, 
in the Emancipation Hall of the 
United States Capitol, the 
Congress commemorated the 
150th anniversary of the 
ratification of the Thirteenth 
Amendment.  As you know, the 
13th Amendment eliminated 
chattel slavery in the Unites States 
of America.  The Program was 
impressive one with the 
presentation of the Colors , the 
National Anthem and the Retiring 
of the Colors by the United States 
Armed Forces Color Guard.  The 
Invocation was offered by The 
Rev. Patrick J. Conroy, Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives.  
Remarks and readings were made 
by Senators and Representatives 
from South Carolina Utah, Steny 
Hoyer of Maryland, the 
Democratic Whip, and Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, Dele- gate from 
Washington, D.  C. 

Of course, Lift Every Voice and 
Sing was sung and Nancy Pelosi 
and the President of the United 
States made closing remarks.  Dr. 
Barry Black, Chaplain of the 
Senate performed the benediction 
just before the postlude. 

 

Dr. Barry Black 

Chaplain of the U.S. Senate 
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 Can you identify 
these contributors to 
our society & their 
contributions 

 

Clarence Mitchell, Jr. 

 

 

Anne  Wiggins  Brown 

 

 

Lucille Clifton 

 

 

Elhart Flurry 

 BLACK  LIVES  MATTER! 

The Council of Elders of the Black Community of Howard County, MD 

  Black lives have mattered since the beginning of humanity.  We are nothing new!  
Periodically we will provide a reading list, designed for individuals and family gatherings, to 
enhance knowledge of the contributions of the Kemetians from whom we descend.  I do 
not mean to imply that we are only Black, White, or Colored—but that we descend from a 
resourceful group whom I believe originated in Africa.  The booklist below is contributed by 
our Presiding Elder, a learned Elder, Kenneth Jennings.  Periodically, we will suggest 
readings for home libraries and discussions.  Should you like to form a discussion group, just 
let us know; we are eager to promote learning—for everyone—not just those involved with 
public school systems.  

Diop, Cheikh Anta.  Vol 1 (Editor Ivan Van Sertima,  GREAT AFRICAN THINKERS. 

Jackson, John G.  INTRODUCTION TO African Civilizations. (Kensington Publishing Corp.) 

James, George G. M.  STOLEN LEGACY. 

Massey, Gerald. ANCIENT EGYPT THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 

 

 

“Google” those pictured.  Find their 
contributions to our lives.  A few hints: 

1.  Two lived in Howard County. 

2.  All lived in Maryland. 

3. One taught school in Baltimore and was 
known throughout Maryland.. 

4.  One was known as the 101st Senator. 

5.  One married the descendant of one who 
worked on the plantation of Charles Carroll of 
Howard County. 

6.  One graduated from Douglass High School, 
the second high school for African Americans 
in the country. 

 

Editorial Notes:  This electronic 
newsletter is produced by the 
History and Culture Committee of 
the Council of Elders of Howard 
County.  It is designed for members 
of the Council and community who 
seek information about our activities 
and programs. 

Should you want a copy, contact us.  
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